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PRETORIA ALSO FOR BELL (USICA) 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, EGEN, WZ 

SUBJECT: MINISTER S.S. NXUMALO'S TOUR D'HORIZON 

HERWITH SUMMARY OF PRINCIPAL POINTS THAT EMERGED FROM 
POL/ECON OFFICER PERLOW'S FOUR-HOUR WIDE-RANGING CONVERSATION 
IN CHANCE MEETING IN LUSAKA, MARCH 29 WITH S.S. NXUMALO, 

ACTIVIST SWAZILAND MINISTER OF INDUSTRY, MINES AND 
TOURISM. NXUMALO WAS IN UNUSUALLY EXPANSIVE MOOD AFTER 
WHAT HE TERMED SUCCESSFUL TWO-WEEK WORKING VISIT TO 
EUROPE. FULL REPORT FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM. 

1 . SUCCESSION TO THRONE 

NXUMALO EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT SOBHUZA S SUCCESSOR, WHO 
NOT YET NAMED, WOULD LACK EXPOSURE TO MODERN IDEAS, INCLUDING 
PARLIAMENTARY BODIES, LABOR UNIONS, MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS, 
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ETC. EXPECTED TO COME FROM HIGHLY TRADITIONAL SECTOR, NEW 
YOUNG KING COULD, IN ABSENCE OF EXPOSURE TO MODERN WESTERN 
INSTITUTIONS, TRY TO RULE IN AUTOCRATIC WAY AND PROVOKE 
REVOLUTION "WHICH NOBODY WANTED," SAID NXUMALO. 

NXUMALO HOPED USG AGREEABLE TO OFFERING INTERNATIONAL 
VISITOR GRANTS TO SEVERAL ROYAL PRINCES (LEADING CON- 
TENDERS FOR THRONE) WHOM NXUMALO WILL HAVE KING NOMINATE 
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FOR GRANTS. FYI, ACTION RECOMMENDATIONS FOLLOW IN 
SEPTEL SLUGGED ICA/AF FOR CHARLES BELL. 

2. PROPOSED OIL REFINERY 

NXUMALO IS STILL PUSHING IDEA OF OIL REFINERY FOR 
SWAZILAND. HE CLAIMS THAT THE EDF FEASIBILITY STUDY 
SHOWED THAT, FOR DOLS 19 MILLION, REFINERY COULD BE 
BUILT SMALL ENOUGH FOR SWAZILAND TO ABSORB TOTAL PRO- 
DUCTION. 

3. CORRUPTION IN SWAZILAND 

NXUMALO STATED KING IS AWARE OF INCREASING EXTENT OF 
IRREGULAR DEALINGS AND CORRUPTION AMONG CIVIL SERVANTS, 
INCLUDING MINISTERS. BUT KING RULES BY CONSENSUS, AND 
THAT IMPLIES A HIGH DEGREE OF PROTECTION. KING SEES 
MINISTERS AS PROTECTORS OF THRONE AND THEREFORE NOT 
EASILY DISCARDABLE. 

4. TINKHUNDLA "ELECTIONS" 

NXUMALO CONFIRMED EMBASSY'S REPORTS THAT "ELECTIONS" WOULD 
PROBABLY BE CONSULTATIONS IN INDIVIDUAL AREAS, TO PRODUCE 
CANDIDATES TO BE SUBMITTED TO KING. 

5. NATIONAL AIRLINE 

NXUMLAO ADMITTED THAT THE TWO VISCOUNT PLANES BOUGHT 
BY GOS WERE A DUBIOUS INVESTMENT. HAVING REMAINING LIFE 
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EXPECTANCY OF ONLY FIVE YEARS. ONE WILL BE SOLD AND A 
65-SEAT FOKKER HAS ALREADY BEEN PURCHASED TO REPLACE IT. 

HE SAID NETHERLANDS AGREED TO DETAIL SIX PILOTS AND 
TECHNICIANS TO SWAZILAND, AND IRELAND WILL DETAIL FOUR 
PILOTS. 

6. SWAZILAND INDUSTRIALIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
NXUMALO S EUROPEAN VISIT PRODUCED OTHER BENEFITS: 

HE CONCLUDED AN AGREEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF 
VOLVO ASSEMBLY PLANT IN SWAZILAND. VEHICLES WILL BE 
SHIPPED TO KENYA FOR MARKETING. LUXEMBOURG AGREED 
TO PROVIDE SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIPS PLUS LABORATORY 
AND EQUIPMENT FOR UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF SWAZILAND. 
LUXEMBURG ALSO AGREED TO ASSIST IN SETTING UP SITE 
FOR PELLETIZATION OF LOW-GRADE IRON ORE 

AT NGWENYA. BRUSHING ASIDE PERLOW'S MENTION OF 
USG DOLS 10 MILLION IN BILATERAL AID THIS YEAR, 

NXUMALO SAID USG ASSISTANCE SHOULD FOCUS INSTEAD 
ON INDUSTRIALIZATION, SUCH AS ON PROPOSED OIL 
REFINERY, TO HELP "BREAK THE CHAINS THAT TIE US TO 
SOUTH AFRICA." 

WACHOB 
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